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T I G E R  C A T S / T R O P I C A L  C A T S
C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N I T I A T I V E



TCCI stands for the Tiger Cats Conservation Initiative, which is an assemblage of conservation oriented projects
devoted to the tiger-cat species complex and other small cats’ conservation action taking throughout the Americas
(within the tiger-cats range). TCCI could also have a double meaning, as “Tropical Cats Conservation Initiative” –
TCCI, as it also benefits all small cats present, which is pretty much the same.

WE ARE TCCI!

WHO WE ARE?



@TIGERCATSCONSERVATION

@TIGERCATSGROUP4336

WWW.TIGERCATSCONSERVATION.COM

FOLLOW US:

https://www.instagram.com/tigercatsconservation/
https://www.tigercatsconservation.com/
https://www.instagram.com/tigercatsconservation/
https://www.youtube.com/@tigercatsgroup4336
https://www.tigercatsconservation.com/


KEY ACTIVITIES

Vaccination and neutering campaigns
Environmental education
 Population and habitat monitoring
Community involvement

Conflict mitigation
Roadkill mitigation​
Rehabilitation, release + monitoring
Public policies, Red List Assessments, etc.

KEY RESOURCES

Skilled team of biologists, veterinarians,

and environmental educators;

Veterinary and field equipment for

animal health and monitoring;

Educational materials and

communication tools;

Strategic partnerships with universities, NGOs, and

government agencies;

Data and protocols related to small wild cats and

disease prevention;

Transportation and logistics infrastructure for

fieldwork;

Financial support through grants, foundations, and

individual donors.



MAIN THREATS TARGETED:

Habitat loss and fragmentation
Diseases from domestic dogs and
cats
Poaching/retaliatory killing
Road-kills
Pet trade



THE THREATENED ENVIRONMENT OUR STRATEGY:
KEY LONG-TERM CONSERVATION AREAS

La Amistad Complex - Costa Rica/
Panama

3 Cordilleras - Colombia

Caparaó area – BR

Aparados da Serra-Serra Gaúcha
Mosaic - BR

Mirador area (Tiger Cat Kingdom) –
Brazil

Capivara-Confusões Mosaic - BR



TCCI NETWORK ACROSS
THE AMERICAS

The TCCI network currently operates in over
47 areas across Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador,
Argentina, Panama, and Costa Rica —
including national parks, rural areas, private
reserves, and indigenous territories.
 
These sites are home to endangered small
wild cats and represent key conservation
front-lines.

By combining local knowledge, science, and
education, we have built a strong presence
across diverse ecosystems with measurable
impact!

TCCI: 51 projects
                   39 conservation action
                   07 projects - data sharing
                   05 in partnership with other WG

              Countries:
                                      05 conservation action
                                      04 WG/data sharing

WHERE ACTION WILL
TAKE PLACE

58



Partnerships with
landowners to protect
habitat patches within
their properties and to

keep their animals indoors.

Ensure long-term
population viability of tiger
cats & small felids: threat
reduction and mitigation.

Environmental education
and community
involvment in

conservation practices.

Monitoring population
trends of tiger cats and

other small felids.

Habitat monitoring.

Establish a permanent
neutering and vaccination

program.

Training of professionals
and non professionals:

creating a new generation
of conservationists.

One Health
approach to
conservation

TARGETS



The project’s conservation strategy is fundamentally structured around two core components:
"Action," which involves implementing direct conservation measures to mitigate threats, and
"Vigilance," which focuses on the continuous monitoring of population trends within critical
conservation areas. This dual approach aims to reduce the risk of disease transmission from
domestic animals to wild populations while simultaneously tracking the status of threatened tiger
cats and other small felid species across the continent. By addressing both immediate threats and
long-term population health, the project ensures adaptive management driven by up-to-date data. 

In addition to these overarching goals, the project tailors its interventions to address localized
threats unique to each site, such as mitigating traffic-related mortality, resolving human-wildlife
conflicts, and preventing road-kills. Rehabilitation and training programs for confiscated small cats
are also integral, preparing them for eventual reintroduction into the wild to bolster population
resilience. Complementing these conservation actions, the project emphasizes environmental
education and community engagement to foster positive human perceptions and support for tiger-
cat conservation. Ultimately, these combined efforts are designed to establish and maintain secure,
sustainable habitats that can serve as population safe havens for all tiger-cat species over the long
term, with an ambitious horizon of 1,000 years.

TCCI GOALS



ATLANTIC FOREST
TIGER-CAT CLOUDED TIGER-CAT SAVANNA TIGER-CAT

OCELOT

MARGAY

JAGUARUNDI CERRADO
BLACK-FOOTED CAT

PAMPA-CAT GEOFFROY’S CAT

TCCI ALSO STANDS FOR:
TROPICAL CATS CONSERVATION INITIATIVE



TCCI also have a double meaning, as “Tropical Cats Conservation Initiative”.

Although our flagship species are tiger-cats, our work and actions also include and benefit all other small
cats present in the areas we work in, which is much the same (above).

TCCI ALSO STANDS FOR:
TROPICAL CATS CONSERVATION INITIATIVE



2,284
ANIMALS

VACCINATED

3,328
DOSES OF
VACCINES
APPLIED

105
ANIMALS

NEUTERED

FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

ETAMBÓIA



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

MIDDLE CAUCA



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

AGUAÍ



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

CAPARAÓ



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

MIRADOR



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

TAQUARI



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

PANAMÁ



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

SERRA DOS MACACOS



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

FURNA FEIA



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

CAPIVARA-CONFUSÕES



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

MISIONES



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

CENTRAL BRAZIL - 4X4



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

CHINGAZA



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

PURACÉ



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

MOHAMED BIN ZAYED MOBILE VET CLINIC



FIGHTING AGAINST THE INVISIBLE THREAT: DISEASES
VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CAMPAIGNS

MIRADOR



GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIPS
STRENGTHENING CONSERVATION

+33
Partnerships with government agencies,
municipalities, and environmental institutions.



A GREAT INITIATIVE MADE POSSIBLE BY OUR
VALUED PARTNER: THE BCR VACCINATION
CAMPAIGN

1,359
ANIMALS

VACCINATED

2,269
DOSES OF
VACCINES
APPLIED

105
ANIMALS

NEUTERED



A GREAT INITIATIVE MADE POSSIBLE BY OUR
VALUED PARTNER: BCR VACCINATION CAMPAIGN



A GREAT INITIATIVE MADE POSSIBLE BY OUR
VALUED PARTNER: BCR VACCINATION CAMPAIGN



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

Building a conservation-minded society continues to be one of the pillars of our conservation efforts. Through
environmental education activities and community outreach initiatives, we engage children, young people, and
adults, fostering a deeper understanding of biodiversity and the importance of protecting natural ecosystems.

By investing in environmental education, we help strengthen public awareness, inspire positive changes in attitudes
toward wildlife conservation, and encourage shared responsibility for building a more sustainable future.

+8,000
PUBLIC REACHED THROUGH OUR

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION INITIATIVES,
INCLUDING CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND ADULTS



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

MIDDLE CAUCA



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

CAPIVARA-CONFUSÕES



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

AGUAÍ



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

APARADOS DA SERRA



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

FAUNA BRASIL



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

SERRA DOS MACACOS



ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST

MIRADOR



+ 6,000
 EDUCATIVE

MATERIAL PRINTED
AND PRODUCED

Community engagement to promote a conservation mindset: We continued to develop and
distribute educational materials—including games, books, booklets, leaflets, pamphlets, and
stickers—to maximize the reach of our environmental education initiatives. These resources
serve as valuable educational tools, promoting environmental awareness and biodiversity
conservation among people of all ages, with a special focus on children and young people.

ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST



+ 6,000
 EDUCATIVE

MATERIAL PRINTED
AND PRODUCED

ENVIROMENTAL EDUCATION:
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONIST



MIDDLE CAUCA

MURALS IN LOCAL SCHOOL



SHARING KNOWLEDGE
EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENT

Tiger Cats Conservation's participation in events is essential to expanding
the reach of conservation actions, strengthening partnerships, and
promoting the protection of small wild cats.



SHARING KNOWLEDGE
EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENT

WORKSHOPS



Road-signs design
developed for
installation in
municipalities
surrounding Caparaó
National Park, as part
of a conservation
initiative to raise public
awareness and reduce
wildlife roadkills.
Roadkilled animals are
subsequently
submitted to necropsy
for disease surveillance
and research.

ROAD SIGNS



Ocelot: 42 
Margay: 38

Jaguarundi: 41
Clouded tiger-cat: 20
Savanna tiger-cat: 20

Atlantic forest tiger-cat: 20 
Cerrado black-footed cat: 02

Pampa-cat: 01 
Geoffroy's cat: 03

204+ partial estimates of relative abundance (estimate)
12 new areas in the Amazon Basin in Brazil
9 (12) species of small cats being monitored 

+ jaguar, puma as by-catch

STAYING VIGILANT:
POPULATION MONITORING



STAYING VIGILANT:
POPULATION MONITORING - PANAMA



STAYING VIGILANT:
POPULATION MONITORING



STAYING VIGILANT:
POPULATION MONITORING



STAYING VIGILANT: POPULATION MONITORING

Twelve months of camera-trap monitoring at three artificial water sources managed by the private reserve,
resulting in more than 100 records of Herpailurus yagouaroundi and over 200 records of Leopardus tigrinus,
including juveniles.

MONITORING OF ARTIFICIAL DRINKING STATIONS MANAGED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE JAMACAII
REFUGE PRIVATE NATURAL HERITAGE RESERVE (RPPN)



By integrating activity, occupancy, and
detectability patterns, this study contributes to
understanding the ecology of L. tigrinus in a
semiarid environment.

When well-managed (including artificial waterholes), small
reserves may serve as an important refuge for small felids
and their prey in Brazilian semiarid.



Results indicate that interspecific relationships are modulated by
the abundance of the dominant species, Leopardus pardalis
(ocelot), and by landscape structure, highlighting the importance
of environmental context in conservation strategies.

Densities remained stable over the years, at

approximately 16 individuals/100 km2

Male-to-female ratio: 1:1.86 

Resident-to-floater ratio: 1:3.5 

The longest period of residence was seven years,

with an average of three years of residence. 

Overall, the individuals were active throughout the

day, with cathemeral patterns. 



Resilient carnivores: small felids persist in the coffee-growing landscape of
the Talamanca Mountains, Central America.



PROTECTED AREAS CREATION

Participation in public hearings organized by the Rio Grande do Norte Institute for Sustainable Development
and the Environment (IDEMA) in October 2025 to support discussions on the creation of the Serra das Araras
Wildlife Refuge, a protected area encompassing more than 12,000 hectares of Caatinga ecosystem in the
state of Rio Grande do Norte.



REHABILITATION AND RELEASE:
CARE, RECOVERY, AND A SECOND CHANCE IN THE WILD

• Behavioral tests; Recording of behavioral repertoire and rehabilitation enclosures.

DEVELOPED AT THE WILDLIFE SCREENING AND REHABILITATION CENTER (CETAS)/IBAMA 

30 small cats
Savanna tiger-cat
Ocelot
Jaguarundi
Margay



REHABILITATION AND RELEASE:
CARE, RECOVERY, AND A SECOND CHANCE IN THE WILD

REHABILITATION CENTER FOR SMALL FELID CONSERVATION - INSTITUTO FELINOS DO AGUAÍ



REHABILITATION AND RELEASE:
CARE, RECOVERY, AND A SECOND CHANCE IN THE WILD

Instituto Fauna Brasil - Enclosure transport, site preparation, and installation.
(Preparatory work for the 2027 wildlife rehabilitation program)



THE “INVISIBLE THREAT”: ONE HEALTH PATHOGEN
SURVEILLANCE IN NEOTROPICAL SMALL FELIDS

CETAS/IBAMA São Luís with State University of Maranhão | Pre-release risk screening + confirmatory biobanking

First-line screening results and implications for pre-release risk management
 Screening-based indications only; no inference on infection status without confirmatory assays

Screening summary (n = 19)

Clinical status: 100% asymptomatic at the time of evaluation
Viral antigens (rapid surrogates): no positives were detected
CDV antibodies: 78% seroreactive (screening-based
indication of prior exposure)
Leishmaniasis: 1 individual reactive (~5%)
Other pathogens: no relevant first-line findings

Cautious interpretation (limits + next steps)

Seroreactivity is compatible with prior exposure, but does not
determine infection status, shedding, or transmission risk.
Antigen negativity does not demonstrate viral clearance;
confirmatory assays are required.
Surrogate rapid tests may have uncertain performance in wild felids
and must be interpreted conservatively
Operational use: triage and prioritization of confirmatory testing to
support release decisions.

Take-home message (conservative)

In a sentinel cohort, first-line screening identified seroreactivity
compatible with prior CDV exposure and one leishmaniasis-
reactive individual. These results justify confirmatory qPCR and,
where feasible, neutralization assays. Until confirmation is available,
any interpretation should remain strictly limited to screening-
based indications; nonetheless, structured surveillance supports
more transparent pre-release risk management than visual
assessment alone.



THE “INVISIBLE THREAT”: ONE HEALTH PATHOGEN
SURVEILLANCE IN NEOTROPICAL SMALL FELIDS



Community partnerships that connect traditional craftsmanship with wildlife conservation. Handmade ceramic pieces inspired by the biodiversity
of the Caatinga were developed in collaboration with local artisans, helping preserve regional cultural heritage while promoting awareness of
the importance of conserving wild felids and other threatened species.

Proceeds from the sale of these products directly support the activities of the Caatinga Wild Cats Project, including wildlife monitoring,
environmental education, vaccination and sterilization campaigns for domestic animals, and other conservation initiatives.

COMMUNITY-BASED CONSERVATION THROUGH LOCAL ART



Monitoring period: 48 months (2022–2025)

Species Unit Value (R$)
No. of Individuals

Killed Total (R$) USD
Project Income

(R$)
Project Income

(USD) Net Benefit (R$) Net Benefit (USD)

Equine R$2.500,00 4 R$10.000,00 1941,75

R$64.000,00 12427,18 R$40.500,00 7864,08

Ovine R$500,00 12 R$6.000,00 1165,05

Cattle R$2.500,00 3 R$7.500,00 1456,31

Poultry R$1,00 0 R$0,00 0

Total (R$) 19 R$23.500,00 4563,11

ACTIVITIES IN A GLOBALLY IMPORTANT CONSERVATION AREA FOR
LEOPARDUS GUTTULUS
GOALS

Reduce human–wildcat conflicts.

Promote peaceful coexistence between people and
wildcats.

Increase knowledge and awareness of the species and its
conservation.

Enhance the perceived value of wildcats by generating
sustainable economic opportunities for local communities. Sightings of Leopardus pardalis by tourists guided by

Fábio Mazim, wildlife tracker and member of the TCCI.



“Knowing to Protect” Citizen Science
Engaging landowners, tourism guides, and researchers in
camera-trap monitoring to strengthen local stewardship while
generating valuable data on wildcat populations.

Promoting rural tourism and ecotourism through camera-trap
monitoring at lodges and ranches, highlighting the region's
wildlife and natural landscapes.

Training guides, landowners, and professionals in wildcat
identification, monitoring techniques, and biodiversity
conservation.

"Riding with Wildcats" Experience
Developing immersive horseback experiences that combine
wildlife monitoring, environmental education, and community-
based tourism.

Wildlife Health and Disease Prevention
Vaccination, sterilization, feeding, and adoption initiatives for
abandoned hunting dogs to reduce health risks and human–
wildlife conflicts.

Identifying and monitoring livestock depredation hotspots to
support effective conflict mitigation strategies.



Impact Mitigation
Assessing wildlife movement along roads to guide
measures that reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions.

Promoting Human–Wildcat Coexistence
Evaluating carnivore behavior in areas of public use
and promoting safe coexistence between people and
predators.

Advancing Conservation Science
Conducting research on the ecology, behavior,
epidemiology, and health of Leopardus guttulus and
other key carnivore species.

Collecting genetic samples to investigate the high
frequency of melanism in Leopardus guttulus
populations.



New areas of ocurrence; 252 independent
new camera trap records; only 19
individuals +2;
Preliminary density estimate: 0.014/km2
Capture and monitoring by radio-collar of
two adult individuals (male and female);
Now we understand the minimum basic
habitat requirements for more effective
conservation action.

STAYING VIGILANT: POPULATION MONITORING OF THE
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED PAMPA-CAT



TCCI - Key Projects/sites



margay ocelot Cerrado black-footed
cat

savanna tiger-
cat

jaguar jaguarundi puma

TCCI - Key Projects/sites
MIRADOR STATE PARK -
BRAZIL

Key conservation area for savanna
tiger-cat in the world.  Self sustaining
population, even in complete isolation
(if diseases are controlled) - 

         TIGER CAT KINGDOM!

Felid hotspot: # 7 species

Carnivore hotspot: 17 species, 11
threatened

2nd largest conservation protected are
in the Brazilian savannas: 5,000 km2

Humans living inside the area:
domestic animals and their diseases,
fire, conflicts with wildlife

Extremely high incidence of dogs
positive for distemper, leishmaniasis.

Surrounding areas almost isolating the
park due to rampant habitat
conversion to agriculture/soy/grains.

Extensive conservation actions
implemented since 2017. The leading
project and area where it all begun.

The Mirador 7. Mirador State
Park has the highest felid
diversity anywhere in one
single protected area
throughout the American
continent: margay, ocelot,
Cerrado black-footed
(Pampas) cat, savanna tiger-
cat, jaguar, jaguarundi, and
puma.

MSP and its surroundings
house 10 other species of
carnivores, which makes
it have a high diversity of
Carnivora, with 17 species,
11 of which threatened!

The paradigm of MSP and surroundings:
extensive fires, habitat loss/isolation, the
impact of diseases from domestic
dogs/cats (dogs with full-blown CDV and
leishmaniasis near the monitoring sites),
and the long-term viability of tiger-cats. 



TCCI - Key Projects/sites
MIDDLE CAUCA - COLOMBIA

Key conservation area for clouded
tiger-cat in Colombia. The 5 sites
covered two cordilleras, amidst coffee
and avocado plantations.

Extensive actions on vaccination,
neutering, environmental education,
community involvement, conflict,
roadkills, rehabilitation  + public
policies.

Key area in the the Tropical Andes
biodiversity hotspot for the
conservation of clouded tiger-cat.

High incidence of dogs.

A mix of small protected areas, public
and private, and agricultural mosaic. 

Felid species: clouded tiger-cat, ocelot,
puma. 

Establishing priority areas for
clouded tiger-cat in cudinamarca,
colombia



TCCI - Key Projects/sites CAPARAÓ NATIONAL PARK
AREA- BR

Key conservation area for Atlantic
Forest tiger-cat. Caparaó Nat. Park and
its surroundings is one of the few
protected areas housing significant
numbers of Atlantic Forest tiger-cats,
hence becoming a safeguard for the
species.

Extensive actions on vaccination,
neutering, environmental education,
community involvement, conflict,
roadkills.

Key project and area in the Atlantic
Forest biodiversity hotspot for the
conservation of Atlantic Forest tiger-
cat. Also important for margay.

High incidence of dogs.

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
margay, jaguarundi, ocelot (few), puma

Detecting new diseases
transmitted by domestic
carnivores + tiger-cats
positive for leishmaniasis
and babesiosis, detected
from  roadkilled
individuals



TCCI - Key Projects/sites FELINOS DO AGUAÍ - BR

Key TCCI project tat has an amazing
structure, with rehabilitation facilities,
auditorium, etc. in an area with of a
mosaic of protected and unprotected
areas of Atlantic Forest.

Extensive actions on vaccination,
neutering, environmental education,
community involvement, rehabilitation

Key project and area in the Atlantic
Forest biodiversity hotspot for the
conservation of margay, but also for
Atlantic Forest tiger-cat.

High incidence of dogs.

Felid species: margay, ocelot, Atlantic
Forest tiger-cat, jaguarundi,  puma



LOOKING FORWARD TO DEVELOPING
PRODUCTS WITH A TIGER-CAT STAMP

CAPIVARA-CONFUSÕES
MOSAIC - BR

Key conservation area for savanna
tiger-cat in the semiarid Caatinga
shrub-woodland consisting of the two
largest National Parks (Serra da
Capivara, Serra das Confusões) and
their surroundings.

Felid species: # 5: ocelot, jaguarundi,
savanna tiger-cat, margay (very rare),
puma, jaguar. 

Largest block of protected areas in the
threatened Caatinga drylands. 

Key area in the biome for: savanna
tiger-cat, jaguarundi, ocelot, puma and
jaguar.

High incidence of dogs.

Partnership with Anjos do Sertão.

This project is expected to become one
of the key players for tiger-cats in this
environment.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



CHINGAZA NATIONAL
PARK - COLOMBIA

Chingaza National Natural Park
comprises an important key area and
project for the conservation of the
clouded tiger-cat in the Eastern
cordillera. It is part of the Chingaza-
Sumapaz-Guerrero conservation
corridor.

Carnivore Distemper Virus (CDV) had
been detected on spectacled bear
inside the park, and the number of
dogs outside park borders is
considerable.

Conservation actions includes
vaccination, environmental education,
community involvement, conflict,
roadkills.

Felid species: clouded tiger-cat, ocelot,
puma

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



APARADOS DA SERRA
MOSAIC - BR

Key conservation areas for the Atlantic
Forest tiger-cat. The area includes
Aparados da Serra National Park, which
is one of the very few protected areas
that houses a significant population of
Atlantic Forest tiger-cats, hence
becoming a safeguard for the species.
This mosaic area includes 3 distinct
sites/projects (Aparados, Ipê, and
Cambará do Sul) merged into one.

Conservation actions, including
vaccination, environmental education,
community involvement, conflict,
roadkill, and rehabilitation/release
/monitoring, have recently begun in
this area.

Key area in the Atlantic Forest
biodiversity hotspot for the
conservation of Atlantic Forest tiger-
cat. Also important for margay.

High incidence of dogs.

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
margay, jaguarundi, ocelot (few), puma

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



TAQUARI VALLEY - BR

The Taquari Valley is on the
southernmost range of the Atlantic
Forest tiger-cat. The area was one of
the first where we learned about the
species. It comprises a mosaic of
forest patches, small scale agriculture
and urban sprawl that is a snapshot of
most of the range of the species.  

In this area we are enhancing survival
while also learning how small cats are
making use of such a forest-agriculture
landscape. This area is in the hybrid
zone with Geoffroy’s cat and, hence, of
high conservation concern.

Very high dog population.

Conservation actions already in place
include  vaccination, environmental
education (a center adjacent to the
forest trail is being established for
kids), conflicts (hen house and kennel).

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
margay.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



FURNA FEIA - BR
Furna Feia National Park is one of the
most important preserves, housing an
important population of savanna tiger-
cat and a varied biodiversity in the
threatened Caatinga domain.  

Protected areas such as this comprises
safer areas and source populations of
small cats for the Caatinga.

Conservation actions have been
implemented for a while with a strong
impact on children in the surrounding
area (> 1,000), and extensive
vaccinations. 

Project members have helped in the
creation of two other protected areas.   

High incidence of dogs.

Felid species: savanna tiger-cat, ocelot,
jaguarundi. 

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



SERRA DOS MACACOS - BR

Serra dos Macacos is a well preserve
are in the Caatinga of the state of
Sergipe, where we are trying to make it
into a properly established protected
area.  

This area is one of the few pristine sites
in the surrounding areas, serving as a
source population of small cats for the
region.

Conservation actions of vaccination
and environmental education have
been implemented for a while . 

Our aim is  making this a properly
protected site.   

High incidence of dogs.

Felid species: savanna tiger-cat, ocelot,
jaguarundi. 

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



PURACÉ NATIONAL PARK -
COLOMBIA

`Puracé Natural National Park is located
in southern Colombia, near the
Ecuadorian border. This area has a
certain degree of endemism and
biodiversity, since the three mountain
ranges starts there, and it is a
transition zone towards the Amazon
and Pacific. 

Purace is part of the Andean Belt
Constellation Biosphere Reserve
declared by UNESCO in 1979. 

Conservation actions have just started
and includes  vaccination,
environmental education, community
involvement, conflict.

We work with strong partnership with
the native/indigenous community of
Kokonuko.

Felid species: clouded tiger-cat,
jaguarundi, ocelot, puma

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



PATOS - BR

Patos area comprises two private
reserves in the semi-arid Caatinga
ecosystem of northeastern Brazil:
Fazenda Tamanduá and Fazenda
Verdes Pastos, about 18-20 km away
from one another. 

They comprise a  microcosmos of the
area with fragments of natural habitats
amidst a mosaic of human dominated
land.

Fazenda Tamanduá is a farm producing
organic products, as well as health
related products such as spirulina
algae.  It also houses some dairy cows.

The area has proven important for the
understanding of the populations of
small cats in the Caatinga, as it has
been under strict monitoring for  > 10
years. Vaccination and neutering have
been implemented. in partnership with
a local Veterinary College.

High incidence of dogs, especially in
waterholes.

Jaguarundis with sarcoptic mange
have been detected in both farms.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



SERRA DO MAR CORRIDOR,
RIO DE JANEIRO - BR

Strategic corridor of Atlantic Forest at
Serra do Mar, Rio de Janeiro state,
comprising 3 sites (Itatiaia,
Cachoeriras de Macau, Cordeiro). This
area includes protected areas, forest
fragments, urban sprawl, fires, and
roadkills, all of which comprise mosaic
biodiversity corridors.

Carnivore Distemper Virus (CDV)
outbreak had been detected previously
in the area, and the number of dogs is
quite high.

Conservation actions includes
vaccination, environmental education,
community involvement, conflict,
roadkills, and notably
rehabilitation/release/monitoring.

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
margay, ocelot, jaguarundi, puma

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



LA AMISTAD-VOLCÁN
BARÚ MOSAIC - PANAMA

We have recently implemented actions
in Panama in the area of La Amistad
and Volcán Baru National Parks and
their surroundings. La Amistad
comprises the most important area for
the conservation of the Central
American oncilla, Leopardus
pardinoides oncilla. We have 7 sites and
2 independednt partner projects on
this mosaic area, most in private
properties.

We are trying to understand the impact
of coffee plantations on wild felids.  

Dogs are frequently caught on our
cameras in the area.

Conservation actions already in place
include  vaccination, environmental
education and community
involvement. Aspects of conflict and
roadkills should be implemented soon.

Felid species: clouded tiger-cat, ocelot,
margay, jaguarundi, puma and jaguar.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



PERIJÁ - COLOMBIA

Santuary for the conservation of the
northernmost population of the
clouded tiger-cat, next to the
Venezuelan border. 

Perijá shows a high felid and carnivore
diversity. 

High incidence of dogs invading
protected areas.

Conservation actions already in place
include  vaccination, environmental
education and community
involvement, wildlife conflicts .

Fundación Galictis, our partner, has an
extensive environmental program
focusing on prevention of human -
wildlife conflicts due to chicken
depredation.

Felid species: clouded tiger-cat, ocelot,
margay, jaguarundi, puma and jaguar.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



ETAMBÓIA - BR

Etambóia is a recently established
private reserve (RPPN) - 07/25/2024
owned by a TCCI member. 

The area is small (12.8 ha), but is part of
a mosaic of 5 protected areas in
“Tombamento - Serra do Mar” in the
state of Paraná, southern Brazil.

A variety of different dogs are
constantly caught on our cameras in
this small area (small area, lots of
dogs).

Conservation actions already in place
include  vaccination, environmental
education and strong community
involvement in conservation actions.

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
ocelot, margay, jaguarundi, puma.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



ITAPEVA STATE PARK - BR

Itapeva State Park is a microcosm of
the Atlantic Forest domain biodiversity
hotspot: typically small forested areas
amidst a see of agriculture, pasture,
urban sprawl and development.  

The area is small but houses an
important population of the Atlantic
Forest tiger-cat, that serves as the
source population for the entire region.

Very high dog population.

Conservation actions already in place
include  vaccination, environmental
education and partnering with the
state environmental agency.

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites
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CENTRAL BRAZIL - 4X4

Central Brazil comprises 2 widely
distinct areas, Chapada dos Veadeiros
National Park and Emas National Park
and their surroundings, both in the
savannas of central Brazil. Both in
highly important biodiversity areas.  

4 x 4 is a project that comprises several
other projects and sites focusing on
the four most threatened Brazilian
felids in the 4 most threatened biomes.

High focus on the One Health concept
.

Reintroduction is a special component.

This area has very high felid diversity,
with 6 species.

Conservation actions have been held
sporadically in both areas. Planned for
the upcoming budget year include
vaccination campaigns, health issue
assessments, and environmental
education. 

Felid species: savanna tiger-cat,
Cerrado black-footed cat, ocelot,
jaguarundi, puma, jaguar..

Emas National Park area

Chapada dos Veadeiros
Nat. Park area NEW
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REHABILITATION-
REINTRODUCTION PROGRAM -
BRAZILIAN DRYLANDS

Given the large number of animals, we
decided to establish a main
rehabilitation center in partnership
with  Brazilian government’s Rehab
Center, CETAS of São Luís/MA. 

The origin of these animals are from
the Brazilian drylands, Cerrado and
Caatinga. 

Current number: 14

Species: savanna tiger-cat, jaguarundi,
ocelot, margay.

Supported actions will include disease
screening, transportation costs to
release areas, follow up monitoring of
radio-tagged individuals, etc. 

High focus on the One Health concept
.

NEW
 P

ROJECT/A
R

EA

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



REINTRODUCTION-SC - BR

Instituto Fauna Brasil is assessing the
feasibility of reintroducing small cats
based on conservation priorities and
determining the source of individuals
for translocation. 

Conservation actions programmed for
the upcoming budget year includes
vaccination campaigns.  To be made in
partnership with Instituto Fauna Brasil. 

Felid species: margay, Atlantic Forest
tiger-cat.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



CAMPANHA GAÚCHA - BR

Campanha Gaúcha integrates  three
projects/sites working towards the
conservation of carnivores in the
Pampa grasslands.   

In this project area we have
experimented turning small cats
“profitable” to rural communities
through ecotourism related issues.

The critically endangered Pampa cat is
the focal species. 

Conservation actions has been
focusing strongly on
landowners/community involvement
Road-signs and environmental
education are predicted to start now. 

Felid species: Pampa cat, Geoffroy’s
cat, margay.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



ITAPUÃ STATE PARK - BR

Itapuã State Park The Taquari Valley is
on the southernmost range of the
Atlantic Forest tiger-cat. The area was
one of the first where we learned about
the species. It comprises a mosaic of
forest patches, small scale agriculture
and urban sprawl that is a snapshot of
most of the range of the species.  

This area was only one of two on TCCI
that, originally, did not have a dog
problem, which changed in the last few
years.

Conservation actions of vaccinations
and environmental education are
predicted to start now. 

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
margay.
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JAMACAII REFUGE - BR

Refúgio Jamacaii is an established
private reserve (RPPN) owned by a
TCCI member. 

The  area is part of the semi-arid
Caatinga of northeastern Brazil. 

A variety of water-holes have been
implemented to boost wildlife, which
seems to be proving just fine. 

Conservation actions to be
implemented include  vaccination and
environmental education.

Felid species: savanna tiger-cat and
jaguarundi.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites
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MISIONES - ARGENTINA

Misiones area of Atlantic Forest in
northeastern Argentina has recently
joined TCCI (July/2025). The area has
been under monitoring and research
for a while.  

The area is part of the Green Corridor,
the most important for the
Argentinean Atlantic Forest domain.

This area has very high felid diversity,
with 6 species.

Conservation actions programmed for
the upcoming budget year include
vaccination campaigns, building of
kennel and environmental education. 

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
margay, ocelot, jaguarundi, puma,
jaguar.
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JUKUMARI, BOLIVIA

The area of Jukumari comprises a rich mosaic of
mountains, dry inter-Andean valleys and humid
forests in Santa Cruz Department.

 
1,200 - 2,000 m

Project aim is to  minimize human-wildlife conflicts
between felids and the local community.

Talks and interwiews with the community,
construction of chicken coops.

Felid species: margay, ocelot, clouded tiger-cat
(Southern Yungas tiger-cat).
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GURUPI MOSAIC- BR

Located in the deforestation belt of
Eastern Amazonia, the Gurupi area
should soon be included in the
vaccination campaigns. To date the
area is being used mostly for
monitoring.   

The Gurupi mosaic is composed of
three Indigenous Reservations and
Gurupi Biological Reserve. The area is
the remaining stronghold for the
Eastern Amazonia rainforest. 

Very high felid diversity, with 6 species.

Conservation actions programmed for
the upcoming budget year includes
vaccination campaigns.  To be made in
partnership with Brazil’s National
Predator Center - CENAP/ICMBio.

Felid species: ocelot, margay,
jaguarundi, puma, jaguar + savanna
tiger-cat.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites
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FURNA VELHA - BR

Furna Velha or Furnas do Bom Jesus State
Park is a relic of savanna formations in a
landscape of agricultural fields in he
state of São Paulo.   

This region is under several human
related developments, among which
windmills, whose impacts are being
monitored.

Conservation actions of vaccination and
environmental education have been
implemented, but were discontinued
due to lack of funds . 

Our aim is  reintegrating this area back
into taking part of conservation actions,
rather then only on monitoring. 

High incidence of dogs in the region.

Felid species: ocelot, jaguarundi. 

TCCI - Key Projects/sites
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CAETITÉ - BR

The area of Caetité comprises a rich
mosaic of varying semi-arid Caatinga
formations mixed with enclaves of
savannas and deciduous forest.   

This region is under several human
related developments, among which
windmills, whose impacts are being
monitored.

Conservation actions of vaccination and
environmental education have been
implemented, but were discontinued
due to lack of funds . 

Our aim is  reintegrating this area ck into
taking part of conservation actions,
rather then only on monitoring 

High incidence of dogs and of
leishmaniasis in the region.

Felid species: savanna tiger-cat, ocelot,
jaguarundi, margay, puma. 

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



SÃO FRANCISCO DE PAULA
- BR

São Francisco de Paula National Forest
holds the title of longest running
project monitoring small cats, since
2001.

The area is currently under a tricky
situation, as it is currently in a litigation
with indigenous people that invaded it,
claiming the land.

We are keeping cameras rolling there
for as long as possible.

Conservation actions of vaccinations
and environmental education are
predicted to start now. 

Felid species: Atlantic Forest tiger-cat,
margay, ocelot, jaguarundi, puma.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



BRASÍLIA É O BICHO - BR

Brasília é o Bicho is a Project acting on
multiple areas around the Federal
District that has been on the run for
quite a qhile.

Key location in Central Brazil with very
high felid (7 species) and carnivore
diversity.

So far, due to limited resources only
some cameras are being kept rolling.

Conservation actions of vaccinations
and environmental education are
intended for 2027. 

Felid species: savanna tiger-cat,
Cerrado black-footed cat, ocelot,
jaguarundi, margay, puma, jaguar.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites



THE ECUADORIAN CONNECTION

TCCI has partnership with in 3 sites,
Tandayapa Station, Mashpi, and La
Hesperia. 

Tandayapa and Mashpi still have
monitoring activities, but
conservation actions are now on hold
due to lack of personnel. The Mashpi
area includes participation of
native/indigenous communities.

La Hesperia has similar situation The
first two are on hold due to lack of
personnel. 

We have high hopes to fully integrate
these areas into conservation action
taking

.
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TANDAYAPA STATION & MASHIPI-TAYARA RESERVE - ECUADOR

Resident biologist at Reserva Mashpi-Tayara
(Ecuador) talks to community members about
human-wildlife conflicts. 

Biology undergraduate students train park
guards at Reserva Mashpi-Tayara (Ecuador) how
to use camera traps to monitor mammals.

TCCI - Key Projects/sites
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DISCONTINUED X 3 - BR

Western Bahia Monitoring and SW Bahia monitoring
areas, in important pristine savanna enclaves amidst
a fast expanding soy frontier, provided key
information on savanna tiger-cat ecology that we
cherish enormously. Unfortunately, the company
and professionals that were involved from TCCI no
longe are part of it. Another company took over the
assignment from the Brazilian Environmental Agency
(IBAMA).   

Faxinal Monitoring had a similar outcome, only that
the area was in the Atlantic forest Domain and the
focal species was ocelot and margay.

The intent of implementing conservation actions in
close partnership with private companies did not
prosper. High focus on the One Health concept.

.

Faxinal Monitoring - RS/BRSW Bahia Monitoring - BR

Western Bahia 
Monitoring - BR
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	By integrating activity, occupancy, and detectability patterns, this study contributes to understanding the ecology of L. tigrinus in a semiarid environment.
	When well-managed (including artificial waterholes), small reserves may serve as an important refuge for small felids and their prey in Brazilian semiarid.
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	CARE, RECOVERY, AND A SECOND CHANCE IN THE WILD
	Instituto Fauna Brasil - Enclosure transport, site preparation, and installation.
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	Screening-based indications only; no inference on infection status without confirmatory assays
	Screening summary (n = 19)
	Clinical status: 100% asymptomatic at the time of evaluation
	Viral antigens (rapid surrogates): no positives were detected
	CDV antibodies: 78% seroreactive (screening-based indication of prior exposure)
	Leishmaniasis: 1 individual reactive (~5%)
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	Cautious interpretation (limits + next steps)
	Take-home message (conservative)
	Seroreactivity is compatible with prior exposure, but does not determine infection status, shedding, or transmission risk.
	Antigen negativity does not demonstrate viral clearance; confirmatory assays are required.
	Surrogate rapid tests may have uncertain performance in wild felids and must be interpreted conservatively
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	Key conservation area for savanna tiger-cat in the world.  Self sustaining population, even in complete isolation (if diseases are controlled) -

	TIGER CAT KINGDOM!
	Felid hotspot: # 7 species
	Carnivore hotspot: 17 species, 11 threatened
	2nd largest conservation protected are in the Brazilian savannas: 5,000 km2
	Humans living inside the area: domestic animals and their diseases, fire, conflicts with wildlife
	Extremely high incidence of dogs positive for distemper, leishmaniasis.
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	The paradigm of MSP and surroundings: extensive fires, habitat loss/isolation, the impact of diseases from domestic dogs/cats (dogs with full-blown CDV and leishmaniasis near the monitoring sites), and the long-term viability of tiger-cats.
	The Mirador 7. Mirador State Park has the highest felid diversity anywhere in one single protected area throughout the American continent: margay, ocelot, Cerrado black-footed (Pampas) cat, savanna tiger-cat, jaguar, jaguarundi, and puma.
	MSP and its surroundings house 10 other species of carnivores, which makes it have a high diversity of Carnivora, with 17 species, 11 of which threatened!
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	JUKUMARI, BOLIVIA
	The area of Jukumari comprises a rich mosaic of mountains, dry inter-Andean valleys and humid forests in Santa Cruz Department.
	1,200 - 2,000 m
	Project aim is to  minimize human-wildlife conflicts between felids and the local community.
	Talks and interwiews with the community, construction of chicken coops.
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